
Syllabus for PHIL 413.500: 18th Century Philosophy [Revised 3/23/20] 

Tuesday & Thursday: 2:15 Online  
Spring 2020; Dr. Stephen H. Daniel  

Course Description and Objectives. In 18th Century Philosophy you learn to analyze and evaluate discussions on 

mind, nature, freedom, knowledge, God, morality, and political obligations. By interpreting those discussions in their 

historical context, students enhance their critical writing and speaking abilities and learn how to identify their own 

assumptions more clearly. This course has no specific prerequisites.  

 

Text: Readings for the course are available online. Page numbers refer to the online version.

Jan. 14 Course Orientation 
  16 Introductions 1-5 

  21 “Locke’s Essay,” John Milton 

 23* Locke Essay Bk 1 Innate Ideas 28-34 

 28* Locke Essay Bk 2 Ideas 35-43 

 30*  Locke Essay Bk 3-4 Words/Knowledge 43-48  

Feb.    4* Leibniz, New Essays 49-54 

  6* Berkeley Notebooks 55-63 

 11* Berkeley Principles Intro 63-69 

 13* Berkeley Principles §1–§55 70-80 

 18* Berkeley Principles §56–§107 81-94 

 20* Berkeley Principles §108-§156 95-106 

  25  Test 1 

 27*  Du Châtelet, Discourse on Happiness 107-118 

Mar.   3* Rousseau’s Social Contract, J. Riley 119-27 

 5* Hume’s Treatise, P.J.E. Kail 167-92 

 

Mar. 17 Class cancelled: Coronavirus 

 19 Class cancelled: Coronavirus 

  24* Hume Intro, Treatise I.iv.6&Appendix 128-41 

  26* Hume Enquiry I-III 

 31* Hume Enquiry IV-VI 

Apr.   2*  Hume Enquiry VII-VIII 

   7*  Hume Enquiry XI-XII (Q drop) 

    9* Kant Critique Pure Reason 389-402 

         (12) (Sunday midnight) 8-page term paper due 

  14*  Kant Pure Reason 402-417 

  16* Kant Pure Reason 417-35 

  21*  Kant Pure Reason 435-53 

   23* Kant Pure Reason 453-62 

 Starting Mar. 24: classes will be held online.  

 Activate your account: register at Zoom.us.   

 Meeting ID: 397-339-200 

 

• You now need to answer on average five short essays 

per class. Online answers are due no later than 8:00 

a.m. the morning following class. Use class time to 

ask questions. 
• Miss test or paper deadline? Contact me immediately. 
• Your semester grade is now based on:  

• Our one (past) 4-question test (20 pts)  
• Eight-page term paper, due Apr.12 (20 pts). Paper 

Guidelines on eCampus “Course Materials” (click 

on the blue “Research Paper Guidelines 20a.pdf”). 
• Answers to 62 reading questions (*) at “Start 

Here” on eCampus: submitted no later than 8:00 

a.m. the day after class (total 62 pts). 
• 102 possible pts. Grades: 90=A, 80=B, 70=C, 60=D.  

Office hours (YMCA 417): Tues/Thurs 10-11, 12:45-2:00; 

& 3:45-5:00; few exceptions. Phone cell: 979-324-4199. 

Email: sdaniel@tamu.edu; Web: people.tamu.edu/~sdaniel/  

Students with disabilities are guaranteed a learning environ-

ment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their 

disabilities. If you have a disability requiring an accommo-

dation, please contact Disability Resources, Student Services 

Bldg, Suite 122, 845-1637.  

Students are bound by the Aggie honor code not to lie, cheat, 

steal, or tolerate those who do. If you violate the code (e.g., 

by plagiarizing something from the Internet), you fail the 

course. For information on cheating and plagiarism, go to 

https://aggiehonor.tamu.edu. 

• Texas A&M University and the College of Liberal Arts are committed to fostering a safe and productive learning 
environment for all. Although class materials are generally considered confidential pursuant to student record policies 
and laws, University employees (including instructors) cannot maintain confidentiality when it conflicts with their 
responsibility to report issues that jeopardize the health and safety of our community. As the instructor, I must report 
(per Texas A&M System Regulation 08.01.01) the following information to other University offices if you share it with 
me, even if you do not want the disclosed information to be shared. Allegations of sexual assault, sexual discrimination, 
or sexual harassment when they involve TAMU students, faculty, or staff, or third parties visiting campus. These reports 
may trigger contact from a campus official who will want to talk with you about the incident that you have shared. In 
many cases, it will be your decision whether or not you wish to speak with that individual. If you would like to talk about 
these events in a more confidential setting, you are encouraged to make an appointment with the Student Counseling 
Service (https://caps.tamu.edu/). Students and faculty can report non-emergency behavior that causes them to be 
concerned at https://tellsomebody.tamu.edu.  
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