
Syllabus for PHIL 413.900 (W): History of Modern Philosophy

Spring 2009; Dr. Stephen H. Daniel

In the History of Modern Philosophy you will develop the skills needed to write and speak effectively about major themes and figures of 17th- and 18th-century philosophy (Descartes, Hobbes, Malebranche, Spinoza, Leibniz, Locke, Berkeley, Hume, Kant). This means being able to identify issues, explain the reasoning behind philosophical positions and arguments, evaluate objections raised against those arguments, and formulate replies to those objections.

Course Structure: The course is aimed at enhancing your ability to write and speak about philosophical issues of the early modern period. The best way to achieve these ends is through practice. You need to read assignments before class and write answers to questions about the reading posted on the course website. In class you will improve your understanding of the material in small group discussions with other students, the class at large, and Dr. Daniel.
Required Text:
The Longman Standard History of Modern Philosophy, ed. Daniel Kolak and Garrett Thomson

Recommended Text: The History of Philosophy, Frederick Copleston [C]; vols. 4-6: Modern Philosophy (Vol. 4: Descartes to Leibniz; Vol. 5: Hobbes to Hume; Vol. 6: French Enlightenment to Kant)

 
Pages listed below refer to the Kolak-Thomson text and should be read before each class.
 When reading the selections, consider writing answers to the sets of questions (posted at the course website) that are provided as guides. More than ⅓ of your grade is based on answers to those questions.

 You must turn in at least five sets of answers by mid-semester (Mar. 5). All answers must be turned in at the beginning of the class in which the readings are discussed. You will be allowed to submit answers to questions for classes you miss only if you have a university-approved excuse.
Jan.
20
Introduction

22
Descartes: Med I-II (38-49)

27
Descartes: Med III-IV (49-61)
29
Descartes: Med V-VI (61-71)

Feb.
 3
Descartes: Obj & Rep II (72-81)


 5
Descartes: Obj/Rep III-IV (81-95, 99-101)

10
Hobbes: meta & epist (203-10, 221)
12
Hobbes & Locke: polit phil (210-20; 269-78)
17
Spinoza: God (106-17)
19
Spinoza: mind-body (117-30)

24
Spinoza: emotions/freedom (130-44)
26
Leibniz: Letters/Truths (144-54)

Mar.
 3
Leibniz: Discourse (155-68)

Office: Bolton 302 B

Office hrs: Tuesday & Thursday 12:45-2:15, 5:30-6:30

Phone: 845-5619 (office); 846-4649 (home)

E-mail: sdaniel@philosophy.tamu.edu

Web: philosophy.tamu.edu/%7Esdaniel/413sy09a.html


 5
Leibniz: Monadology/Letters (168-77)


10
Locke: ideas (222-36)


12
Locke: cause/substance (236-55)

Mar.
24
Locke: language/knowledge (255-68)
26 Berkeley: abstract/exist (278-94 (21)
3
26 1

Berkeley: matter/spirit (294 (22 - 305 (72)

Apr.
 2
Berkeley: nature (305 # 97 - 320)


 7
Hume: association of ideas (321-35)

 9
Hume: natural belief (335-50)

14
Hume: liberty, self (350-57, 361-71)

16
Kant: synthetic a priori (389-402)

21
Kant: space/time, categories (402-17)

23
Kant: analogies, Ideas (420-35)

28
Kant: paralogism/antinomy (435-52)

30
Kant: metaphysics (452-63, 487-89)

May
 8 
(Friday) Final exam 3-5 p.m.

Writing Requirement: This course counts as a writing-requirement (W) course in the university curriculum. In it students will write a 2000-3000 word paper (roughly 7-10 pages) that will be graded only after it has been revised. Those who write on Descartes have to turn in their drafts by Feb. 10, on Hobbes Feb. 17, on Spinoza Feb. 26, on Leibniz Mar. 10. Suggestions about revisions will be returned the following class, and students will resubmit their revised papers within two weeks after that. Shortly thereafter they will receive their grade. Students who submit papers before mid-semester (Mar. 6) can improve their paper grade by up to 30 points by writing another paper in the second half of the semester. Draft papers on Locke must be submitted by Mar. 26, on Berkeley Apr. 7, on Hume Apr. 16, on Kant Apr. 28. Again, suggestions about revisions will be returned the following class, and students will resubmit their revised papers within two weeks after that (except for graduating seniors who write on Kant: they have to turn in their revised papers no later than May 11).
Oral Quizzes: During the semester you will also have two brief (15 minute) individual oral quizzes during my office hours to demonstrate your verbal ability to discuss material covered in the course. Make appointments to take quizzes as soon as possible. The first quiz must be completed no later than March 5, the second no later than April 30.
All cell phones must be turned off and out of sight during class time.

Grades: The semester grade is based on answers to ⅔ of the daily assignment questions (130 of the total possible 194 pts), two oral quizzes (total 30 pts), the term paper (100 pts), and the final exam (40 pts). To get an A for the course, you need a total of 270 points, a B 240 pts, a C 210 pts, and a D 180 pts. The extra 64 possible points for the daily assignment questions are incentives for keeping up on the readings. Total available course points: 364.

· Some of the reading questions have several parts, so to receive full credit for a question, you must answer all parts correctly. (Note: these questions are not the questions listed as Study Questions in the book.) On some days, there are fewer questions than others. You must turn in your answers at the beginning of the class in which the readings are discussed. You must also turn in at least five sets of answers by mid-semester. For every set of answers you fail to turn in by then, you will lose 4 points.

· There is no grade for attendance, but if you miss classes, it affects how I grade your work.
University Policies 

· Students with disabilities are guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their needs. If you believe you have a disability requiring accommodation, please contact the Department of Student Life, Disability Services, Cain Hall B118, or call 845-1637. 

· Students are bound by the Aggie honor code not to lie, cheat, steal, or tolerate those who do. If you violate the code (e.g., by plagiarizing something from the Internet), you will fail the course; no second chances. For information on cheating and plagiarism, go to http://www.tamu.edu/aggiehonor/.
