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China’s Political System Reform from the Perspective of Modern State Governance

——Where Is It from and Where to Go
Tian Guoqiang & Chen Xudong

Abstract: Under the trend of comprehensively deepening the reform and in accordance with the goal
of the modernization of national governance system and capacity, there has been increasing importance
and urgency of China’s political system reform. The essence of political system reform is to address the
democracy, the rule of law and constitutionalism problems, and its core lies in the solution to excessive
concentration of power and inadequate supervision and balance. To avoid the cycle of historical rise
and fall and achieve lasting stability, China should focus on the re-allocation of power resources, and
strive for effective decentralization and balance of power, so as to greatly squeeze the space for rent-
secking and corruption. With over 30 years’ reform and opening up, China has gained an increasingly
clear understanding of the four elements in modern state governance of “decentralization, democracy,
the rule of law and constitutionalism”, especially the fundamental legal guarantee of constitutionalism
for democracy. However, currently China still faces two key bottlenecks of inertial thinking and interest
groups in political system reform, which calls for decentralization reform in multiple aspects through
power balance structure, state governance structure and decentralization framework to address excessive

concentration of power..
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