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OUR QUESTION

 How does previous experience influence 
our inferences and observations?

 Observations= what we actually 
experience, hear, see, feel, smell…. 

 Inferences= what we think about our 
experiences, the meaning learned by 
each individual



Form 2 groups of observers

 Count off “1”….”2”….”1”….”2”

 Write down the number of your group

 Group 2 close your eyes until I say 
“open”

 Group 1 keep your eyes open



Group 1: write what you see



Switch observers

 Group 2 open your eyes

 Group 1 close your eyes until I say 
“open”



Group 2: write what you see



Both groups observe

 Group 1 open your eyes

 Next, both groups will observe together



All write down what you see



What did you just see?

 Compare your observation with your 
neighbor

 What was the last thing you wrote 
down when everyone had their eyes 
open?

 Discuss…in your small groups

 Report to the whole group



What was the prior experience 
of each group?

 Group 1

 Group 2



Describe your inference- A



Describe your inference- B



Describe your inference- C 



Describe your inference- D 



Describe your inference- E 



Describe your inference- F 



Describe your inference- G 



Describe your inference- H 



Describe your inference- I 



Describe your inference- J 



Evidence 

Source:  Mugford 2007



Lessons Learned

 What differs between observation and 
inference?

 How does experience influence …

 Observation?

 Inference?

 How would you explain the continuum 
of signals in canids to a child?  Adult?
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